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Overrules is the official quarterly newsletter for all tennis officials in USTA Northern. 
Items included in each quarterly issue are upcoming news and notes, 
trainings/evaluations, rules and procedures updates, milestones, introductions to new 
officials and a showcase about an official working in our Section. Ideas and information 
is always welcome. If you have anything you would like to add, please e-mail Kristi 
Bushinski at bushinski@northern.usta.com. 

 
Welcome New Officials!!! 

 

Alexander (Sandy) McLeod 

Background - 46 years old, born & raised in Nashville, TN (parents still live there), one sibling - sister who 

lives in Singapore, went to undergrad at the University of Virginia (’91); graduate school at Vanderbilt 

University (MBA ’99) 

Professional - Spent 7 years in the entertainment & music industry, moved from TN to MN 16 years ago 

after graduate school to work in Best Buy’s music & entertainment department - spent 4 years there, 

since then have worked in advertising and at Ameriprise Financial Services (marketing department), left 

"corporate America” 18 months ago, now self-employed doing marketing/advertising for small businesses, 

start-ups, entrepreneurs, etc.  Also, very focused on doing more around tennis via officiating & hoping to 

get into teaching / running drills in the next 3-6 months. 

Family - Wife - Sarah, from Virginia Beach, VP at corporate headquarters for Ameriprise Financial in 

Minneapolis. Met at University of Virginia, married 16 years (dated for 10 years prior to that!), have lived 

in the heart of Uptown for the last 16 years, no kids, 3 dogs - all adopted / rescued. 

Tennis Background - Began playing at age 4 - Mom is an avid player; she played college tennis so got 

me on the court early, but never pushed me into tournaments, etc. As a junior, played local, state and 

sometimes southern section tournaments, as well as high school tennis.  Periodic practice player with the 

Virginia tennis team for two years (well before the UVA team became what it is now!)  More or less 

stopped playing for 15 years, picked it up again 5 years ago.  Now an avid player and captain in USTA 

leagues - playing 4.5 18+, 4.5 40+ and 9.0 mixed this fall.  Since I started playing again, the game has 

had such a positive impact on me (physical, mental, friendships), so one of my goals when I left my 

corporate job has been to figure out ways to give back to the game, get further involved with it, help 

promote it, and integrate it more into my life professionally. Try to play as much as I can and as much as 



my body will let me - four to five times every week if possible. Wife started playing 4 years ago, but 

seriously in the last 18 months, and now plays in LifeTime singles & doubles leagues, as well as USTA 

women’s 3.0. 

Other Interests & Hobbies - Reading, walking the dogs around the city lakes & Uptown, music & going to 

concerts, traveling especially out west to the mountains and to the desert, US Open - I’ve been going to 

most of the first week for 7 years in a row now! 

Tom Derouin 

I have officiated at the Universities of Iowa, Illinois, Northwestern and Iowa State, as well as the MAC and 

Horizon Conferences.  I have also worked at the Illinois and Wisconsin State championships.  I coached 

boys and girls tennis teams at Moline High School in Illinois for 38 years while teaching English and 

helping my wonderful wife raise our six children. I enjoy the challenge of tennis officiating and look 

forward to meeting the USTA Northern area officials over the next year. 

 

Upcoming Clinics/Trainings/Evaluations/School 
 
If anyone knows of someone looking to get into officiating (Level 1) or if anyone is looking to move their 
ranking up, (i.e., college level) and would like to attend a Level 2 chair clinic, or be evaluated, please 
contact Kristi Bushinski at Bushinski@northern.usta.com.  We do not have any clinics scheduled at this 
time, but will add some to the calendar based on response. 
 

 
News, Notes and Reminders 
 
Official’s Get Together – Wednesday, Sept. 30 at 7p.m. at Davanni’s in Richfield 
 
Calendar/Schedule Blocking 
Thank you to everyone for keeping their calendars updated with their availability in Arbiter. Please 
continue to keep your calendars updated to reflect your availability. Thank you! 
 
Vision Forms 
This is a reminder that vision forms for all on-court officials (Sectional and above) must be submitted by 

November 1, 2015.  Click here for the 2015 Vision Form. Forms can be faxed to 914-696-7178 or 
emailed to officiating@usta.com.  If you have any questions, please email officiating@usta.com.  
 
New Uniforms – vote by October 1 
 
Dear Official, 
  
We are happy to announce our partnership with S&H Uniforms for the 2016 USTA Officials' Uniform 
Program. In the upcoming weeks, you will receive more information regarding the transition to the new 
uniform and ordering process.  In looking for a uniform shirt, we were guided by a simple set of criteria: 

 Available in both men's and women's  

 Available in both long and short sleeve  

 Lightweight   

 Wrinkle Free and easy to wash  

 Fade Resistant  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=48223684&msgid=437753&act=DA3M&c=783713&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fdl.dropboxusercontent.com%2Fu%2F7054931%2F2015%2520Vision%2520Form%2F2015%2520Vision%2520Form.pdf
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We found one shirt that meets our criteria and have the option of a navy, royal blue, or light gray. It also 
offers UV protection and is available in a wide range of sizes. Our plan is to have it embroidered with the 
new USTA logo and the word Official.  
  
We want all USTA Officials to have a voice in the process, and for the first time, we are asking you to vote 
on the color of the uniform.   
  
Click here to submit your vote for the new color uniform by October 1. The color that receives the most 
votes will win.  Please only vote once. Any duplicates will be discarded.  
  
We hope you take the opportunity to vote what color the new uniforms will be. 
  
Thanks, 
The USTA Officiating Team 
 
  
Best Practices& Reminders 

 
 

Single Sticks and Net Height 
Please make sure to put in singles sticks for all singles matches – no matter if the match is indoors, 
outdoors, consolation, main draw, 12s or 18s. Also, the singles sticks need to be set 36 inches from the 
outside of the singles sidelines. 
  
If you forget to put them in (which happens especially going back and forth between doubles), put them in 
either at the set break or when an even amount of games have been played (i.e., 1-1, 2-2) and not on the 
changeover. It needs to be fair for both players. 
 
Lastly, those who start out the day need to check the net heights before play begins, and then again 
when matches conclude throughout the day. Nets have a tendency to slip during the day. 

 
ITA Update 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
  
High level officiating is an important component of the success of college tennis. The ITA is most 
appreciative of your commitment to the sport that we all love. 
  
I am writing to you as a follow-up to the e-mail dated August 4, 2015 that F. Skip Gilbert, USTA Managing 
Director of Professional Tennis Operations & US Open Tournament Manager, sent to you - to offer both 
some clarification as well as updates.  
  
In mid-May, about six weeks prior to my July 1 start date as the new CEO of the ITA, David Benjamin and 
I were asked to join a phone call with the USTA's Skip Gilbert and Kurt Kamperman, the USTA's Chief 
Executive for Community Tennis. On that call Mr. Gilbert informed David and me of the USTA's decision 
"to no longer support the ITA officials program in the same manner that they had in the past." This was 
the first that the ITA had been told by the USTA that the USTA would no longer continue its longstanding 
certification program of ITA officials.   
  
On July 1, Erica Perkins Jasper (our new ITA Chief Operating Officer) and I committed to make the 
current and future direction of college tennis officiating an immediate top priority for the ITA. In this 
regard, a few updates: 
  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=54307448&msgid=447872&act=4BGF&c=783713&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fsecure.jotformpro.com%2Fform%2F52595417029965


(1)   On Wednesday, July 8, while in White Plains, N.Y., to meet with senior leadership of the USTA, 
I also met briefly with Skip Gilbert - at which time we mutually agreed that it is critically important for 
all ITA officials to re-certify with the USTA by December 31 of this year, in order to be fully certified 
through 2016. 
(2)   Erica is already working with Anthony Montero and Jane Goodman to establish an ITA Officials 
Task Force. This group will work on developing the officials' curriculum and the organization of the 
ITA certification/recertification process that will start in 2016. By later this fall, we will have a concrete 
and comprehensive action plan in place. 
(3)   The ITA team is excited about the possibility of bringing new benefits to ITA tennis officials 
coupled with their future ITA certification. 

  
Please let me close where I began, sharing the belief of the ITA that outstanding and highly committed 
college tennis officials are both part of the strong foundation of our sport as well as a key to a thriving 
future. Please be on the lookout for updates about the future, as our planning process evolves. We are 
committed to:  (1) creating and implementing a well-conceived and far-reaching plan that will lead to 
much success moving forward; and (2) keeping you informed throughout the process. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Timothy Russell 
Chief Executive Officer 

 

Who is Working Higher Level Events Outside of the Section? 
 
Look at all the USTA Northern officials who are working professional events around the country. For more 
information on how you too can apply to work professional events, please contact Kristi Bushinski at 
Bushinski@northern.usta.com. 

 Ron Jacobus Jr. worked the US Open as a line umpire, and as a Chair umpire for the 
Juniors at the US Open. He has a bid in for the Orange Bowl in December. 

 Vyasachar Mohan in July/August worked the Washington ATP/WTA, in August 
he worked the Cincinnati ATP/WTA Masters, and in August/September he 
worked the US Open, and in September he worked the Albuquerque 75K 
Women’s Challenger. 

 Jan Schreier worked her last US Open in August/September. She is retiring 
from the Pro Circuit.  Good luck in your next endeavors! 

 
Way to go Northern Officials, keep up the great work! Please forward information for future newsletters to 
Kristi Bushinski at Bushinski@northern.usta.com. 
 

Happy Birthday to You! 

 
Happy Birthday to the following officials!  

 Jan Schreier – October 1 

 Jim Hella – October 14 

 Doug Miller – October 17 

 Lisa Mushett – October 19 

 Bruce Burton – November 1 

 Heather Landrus – November 12 

 Paul Finkelstein – November 15 
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Getting To Know USTA Northern Official ... Tony Stingley 
 
Q. How long have you been an official?  
A. 21 Years 
 
Q. How and why did you get started? 
A. Former official, Peter Meyerhoff, had flyers posted at tennis clubs around town with a picture of Uncle 
Sam and the caption “We Want You, We Train, We Pay.” I called the number and was off and running. 
 
Q. What has been your biggest highlight as an official? 
A. Two: Walking out on Arthur Ashe Stadium for the first time to officiate a match. The other was when a 
national senior tournament was in town a number of years ago. I was chairing a match and called a foot 
fault on the server. At the end of the match, when she shook my hand, she thanked me for calling the foot 
fault because it made her correct her technique, and therefore, made her serve better!! I almost fell out of 
the chair in astonishment. 
 
Q. What are the best reasons to become an official? 
A. It’s the best seat in the house for good matches. Also, at the grassroots/local level, it’s a great way to 
give back to the game. As a USTA National Faculty for on-court trainings, being able to observe what 
people are doing up close in match situations, provides me with information that I can include in my 
workshops. 
  
Q. Why should someone else become an official? 
A. Because they love the game and want to get or stay involved. It is also a profession where you can 
advance as far as you’d like to go. Personally, I went from taking a line clinic, to working a few lines in the 
qualifier of a $75K tournament in Rochester, to an invitation to the US Open in a matter of a few months. 
Others, like Tim Kurtt, have gone on to earn Bronze Badges and officiate at all the Grand Slams and 
Olympics. 
   
Q. What advice would you give young officials who are looking to advance to the professional 
level? 
A. It’s a little more challenging in our section because we do not have any level of professional 
tournaments. If you have the ability to travel or are planning a trip, look at the schedule of circuits 
tournaments and contact the Chief Umpire. Many of them host a line clinic prior to the tournament for new 
linespeople. If you do well enough, they’ll ask you to work the qualifier and possibly the main draw. There 
is usually National TE at these tournaments early on, you will be noticed and rewarded for a good job. 
Lastly, as I tell people in my on-court workshops, use the TV as a tool. When watching matches, don’t 
watch the ball, watch the players. In our case, watch the officials, including the chair umpire. You can 
learn a lot by replicating what they do. 

 
 


